2^4                                  PSYCHOLOGY  OF WOMEN

penis envy, it is more or less accompanied by an unconscious desire
for a male organ. George Sand, for instance, was always sad when
she recalled the song about the laurel branches or her fall from the
nurses's arms. She herself was surprised at the peculiarity of the
human soul that makes it cling to such slight memories. Even in
less masculine women such memories serve as centres around which
the genital complex forms. The events to which they refer sometimes
did not take place at all; the false memory rises from the need to
give the genital trauma a realistic content.

There are also women in. whom the penis wish or wish to be a
man assumes a direct and primitive form. They dress like men, act
like men, fight with or against men, instead of letting themselves
be loved; they display their active castration desires toward the
other sex in unveiled form and in their case one does not need to
look long for signs of penis envy. In earlier generations they wore
their hair short as a sign of their "masculine protest,3' bound their
chests flat, and were interested only in activities that were considered
unbecoming to the feminine sex. Such women have really turned
away from femininity and constitute a type in which, it is possible
to suspect, the wish for masculinity is constitutionally determined.
Their ancient prototypes are the Amazons, and it can be seen that
the nature of these women has been preserved through the centuries
and that they assert their existence independently of social regimes.
In our own day this form of the masculinity complex is extremely
rare, for our modern girls can act and struggle in'a much more
rational and socially acceptable manner.

Another form of the penis wish sounds paradoxic because it
remains within the feminine domain. For the most womanly thing
in women is her desire for a child. This feminine wish can, however,
assume a masculine form if the woman wants to prove through her
child that she can create something by her own activity and that the
child is a product of her body, engendered by her alone. One
fantasy, which I call "parthenogenetic," runs as follows: "I have a
child born of me alone, I am its mother and father. I don't need
or want a man for the begetting of this child." This fantasy usually
arises in puberty. Psychoanalysis reveals that the fantasy life of such
women is not filled with the motherly yearning for a child, but that
they want to compensate for their bodily disadvantage by a positive
achievement of their body. In this, the part played by the man is
reduced to an insignificant minimum. This masculine wish in
woman manifests itself in various fantasies and actions.

Characteristically, this fantasy becomes a completely conscious